
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The World Watched Beijing:  

How China Turned Trump’s Visit Into a Global Victory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published on 18th May 2026 

 

 

By Mr. Khalid Taimur Akram, Executive Director, 

Pakistan Research Center for a Community with 

Shared Future (PRCCSF), Islamabad 



 

2 

www.prccsf.com 
 

It was a calm evening in Beijing when red carpets rolled out, honor guards stood in perfect 

formation, and Chinese and 

American flags fluttered side by 

side as U.S. President Donald 

Trump arrived in China for his 

highly anticipated two-day state 

visit. The U.S. leader was 

greeted with a gun salute, 

cheering children and a tour of 

the stunning 15th Century Temple of Heaven. From the moment the visit was announced 

and when Air Force One landed on Beijing Capital International Airport on May 13, the 

visit carried the feeling of a major diplomatic event—one that had captured the attention 

of governments, businesses, and media outlets across the world. 

The Vice President of China His Excellency Han Zheng welcomed President Donald 

Trump with full state honors. This warm welcome not only reflected China’s state 

diplomacy but also underlined how much China respects the relationship between the 

world’s two largest economies. Later on, on 14th May, President Trump was welcomed at 

the China’s Great Hall of the People by the President of China His Excellency Xi Jinping. 

Both leaders also met during the Busan Summit 2025 but this Beijing summit carries far 

greater symbolic weight: it is the first time a sitting US president has visited China since 

Trump’s own 2017 state visit. It attracted worldwide attention because it was President 
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Trump’s first state visit to China in nearly a decade. The visit caught the eyes of whole 

world and became one of the 

most discussed diplomatic 

events. During the visit, 

important meetings were held 

between President Trump and 

President Xi. This high-stake 

summit was closely watched 

because U.S.-China relations concern the well-being of the two countries of 1.7 billion 

population, and the interests of over 8 billion people in the world. It has direct impact on 

global economy, security, geopolitics, and international politics.  

The visit did not result in dramatic breakthroughs yet it helped reduce tensions between 2 

major powers and created a stable atmosphere. President Trump himself confirmed that he 

had struck some fantastic trade deals with China that are great for both countries. Experts 

across the world have interpreted the summit as an important effort to rebuild trust and 

improve communication between Washington and Beijing.  

Diplomacy never gives instant results. It is a process that takes time to make things right. 

Something similar happened during this visit. Again, no extraordinary deals are made but 

the visit and the meetings paved the way for future bilateral engagements and the best part 

was when both sides agreed to continue dialogue through new trade and investment 

mechanisms. Reports suggest that China and the United States agreed to establish trade 
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and investment boards to improve cooperation, reduce misunderstandings, and discuss 

tariffs and market access issues. In my opinion, it is a very positive move. If such boards 

are established and they succeed in easing trade tensions between two countries, it will 

have a direct positive impact on world economy. It will help world recover from economic 

shocks which it has been suffering from past few years.  

During the meeting some sensitive issue like Iran and Taiwan were also discussed. The two 

leaders could not resolve their differences over these issues yet the optimism showed by 

leadership of both countries reflected that both are committed to uphold stable relations.   

Xi Jinping Presented China as a Responsible Global Power 

President Trump’s visit to China has opened a new chapter in global diplomacy. The visit 

showed the growing importance of China in global politics and the world economy. The 

best part was when China used the Beijing summit to strengthen its image on the world 

stage. First, Chinese leadership cordially welcomed the U.S. delegation. Second, H.E. 

President Xi appeared very calm, confident, and focused on long-term stability. These 

small gestures of China received worldwide appreciation as China behaved maturely just 

like how a responsible economic giant should behave and supported dialogue despite long 

history of strained U.S.-China relations.  

Chinese diplomacy during the summit was very well organized and carefully managed. 

The welcoming ceremonies, state meetings, and diplomatic discussions reflected China’s 

growing confidence and influence in international affairs. Many analysts believe that the 

http://www.prccsf.com/


 

5 

www.prccsf.com 
 

summit helped China present itself as a nation capable of managing complex global issues 

with patience and maturity. 

Another key aspect was 

China’s continued emphasis 

on economic cooperation. 

The summit arrives at a 

moment of profound global 

uncertainty: supply chains 

shattered, energy markets in 

shock, and the rules-based international order under unprecedented strain. During such 

difficult times, China highlighted the significance open trade, investment cooperation, and 

peaceful engagement carry. This stance presented China as a major driving force behind 

international stability.  

The timing of the visit is also very important. Yes, it is the time of heightened uncertainty 

but within days of hosting President Trump, China is also preparing for high-level 

discussions with Russian President Vladimir Putin. Hence, Beijing is at the center of global 

diplomacy nowadays. It also shows that China can effectively balance its relations with 

major powers simultaneously.  

New Opportunities for Trade, Investment and Global Cooperation 

Although no massive agreements were signed during the visit, the summit opened the door 

for future cooperation in several important sectors. Trade remained one of the biggest 
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topics during the discussions. Both countries explored ways to reduce certain trade barriers 

and improve access for agricultural, aviation, and technology-related products. China’s 

willingness to continue economic discussions was seen positively by international markets 

and business communities. American top business executives including SpaceX and Tesla’s 

Elon Musk, Apple’s Tim Cook 

and Goldman Sachs’s David 

Solomon also accompanied 

President Trump during the visit, 

showing that despite political 

tensions, economic cooperation 

between China and the United 

States remains extremely important.  They all showed interests in expanding their 

businesses in Chinese markets also. It shows that China’s market value is very high.  

During the visit key global security issues were also discussed. The discussions centered 

around Iran conflict, Middle Eastern situation, and the regional instability in Asia. Another 

important opportunity emerging from the visit is the possibility of more regular high-level 

communication. In recent years, tensions between the two countries increased because of 

tariffs, technology restrictions, and military concerns. The Beijing summit showed that 

both leaderships are now trying to avoid direct confrontation and instead manage 

competition through dialogue.  
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For developing countries and global markets, stable relations between China and the United 

States are extremely important. When the two largest economies maintain communication, 

it helps reduce uncertainty in international trade and financial systems. Therefore, many 

countries welcomed the summit and hoped it would lead to a more stable global 

environment. 

Conclusion 

From above discussion, we can say that the President Trump’s recent visit to China, from 

13 May to 15 May, 2026, was more than just a diplomatic meeting between two world 

leaders. It was a turning point in U.S.-China bilateral relations. It was the time when China 

not only acted as a responsible major power but also set boundaries by making it very clear 

that China will never allow any interference in its internal matters. China’s diplomacy, 

warm hospitality, respect towards President Trump and the constructive dialogue portrayed 

it as a confident global power. Challenges still remain but this Beijing summit serves as a 

hope for future cooperation, enhanced stability, and mutual understanding.   
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