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Abstract

Intraregional connectivity has turned into a characteristic of the new political economy of
Eurasia, where trade patterns, strategic
orientations and development paths are
reinvented. The China-Pakistan |
Economic Corridor (CPEC) will
rightfully hold a primary place among
the key projects that stimulate this
change. CPEC, being a hallmark project

of the greater Eurasian outreach of
China, is not only a bilateral infrastructure project, but a strategic corridor that has
expansive resonances concerning regional integration of both South Asia, Central Asia, the
Middle East and Western China. CPEC corridors play an important role in intraregional
connectivity within Eurasia due to the improvements of physical infrastructure, the ease of
economic interdependence, and the transformation of geopolitical processes, which is
discussed in this paper. It contends that although CPEC holds a lot of promise in facilitating
regionalization, it requires political stability, regional co-operation, and inclusive
development mechanisms in order to succeed.

Introduction

Eurasia as a region is the stretch between East Asia and Europe that has historically been
linked with a trading line like the Silk Road which has been the means of economic and
cultural exchange over centuries. Eurasian connections have renewed interest in the
modern world, which is indicative of the changing world power, the ascendancy of Asia,
and the need to find the alternative to Western-centric economies. Infrastructure corridors
have proved to be critical tools of economic ambition into connectivity delivery.

Members of the CPEC between China and Pakistan are generally perceived to be among
the most significant connectivity initiatives in Eurasia. CPEC enables linking the western
parts of China to the Arabian Sea via Pakistan, which will ease geographic barriers,

combine the margins parts of the region to pertinent markets, and provide the
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geographically isolated Eurasian states with an exit into sea navigation. In addition to
infrastructure, CPEC is a vision of interdependence in the region that places Pakistan in
the middle between South Asia, Central Asia and the Middle East.

Eurasian Intraregional Connections Conceptualization

Intraregional connectivity is a concept used to describe the level of economic,
infrastructures, institutional and people to people-connectivity among states in a region.
Fragility of connectivity In Eurasia, the geographical set-up is also normally disjointed
because of the political antagonism, the underdeveloped infrastructures, and the
regulations. As compared to interregional globalization, intraregional connectivity focuses
on local supply chains, cross-border infrastructure and value creation in the region.

CPEC helps to remain connected in
the region as it involves the three
important dimensions. It improves
the  physical connectivity by
transport, energy and  digital
infrastructure in the first place.

Second, it increases the economic

connectivity through trade, B S — >
investment, and industrial cooperation. Tir, t imacts strategic and geopolitical
connectivity and changes alliances and power dynamics in the region. A combination of
these aspects makes CPEC an influential tool of transformation in the Eurasian space.

CPEC Corridors and Corporeal Connectivity

Fundamentally, CPEC refers to a web of roads, railway, ports, and natural gas pipelines
linking the western China to the southern Pakistani shoreline. The emergence of Gwadar
Port is especially important, which provides China and the states of the region with the
approach to the Arabian Sea at the cost of dependency on more long-term and risky sea
paths.

In the case of Pakistan, they are enhancing internal connectivity, connecting the

underdeveloped areas of the country like Balochistan and Gilgit-Baltistan with the key
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economic cities. Better road and rail systems lower transportation, boost the accessibility
of the market, and combine homegrown supply chains. To China, CPEC is offering a less
risky corridor (shorter) through which it can trade and import its energy especially to its
western provinces.

Outside the bilateral aspect, there are B

wider perspectives of CPEC corridors
in Eurasia. They provide the Central |
Asian republics with the alternative
lines of transit to warm-water ports,
which may make them a part of South-
Asian and Middle Eastern markets.

Equally, the corridor complements

regional projects that provide connections between Eurasian transport systems Wthh
makes the continental economy more interconnected.

Economic Integration and Trade Facilitation

The logic of CPEC is based on economic connectivity. CPEC corridors help companies to
reduce the cost of doing business in the region by enhancing efficiency of transport and
minimizing logistic bottlenecks. The Special Economic Zones (SEZs) are set up along the
corridor with the objective of industrialization, transfer of technology and creating new
employment opportunities.

To Pakistan, CPEC is an opportunity to shift its economy, which is currently consumption-
driven to production-oriented. Within the framework of industrial cooperation in CPEC,
the movement towards the diversification of the export and integration into regional value
chains is fostered. In the case of China, the corridor will be used to carry out outward
investment and helps in rebalancing the economy through the transfer of intensively-labor-
intensive industries.

On the regional level, CPEC helps in the promotion of trade between South Asia and
Central Asia and the Middle East. This interconnectivity has the potential to trigger the

intraregional trade, which is much lower in Eurasia than in the other regions. As a gateway
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to both Asia and Europe, Pakistan is in a position to be a major player in promoting

/~ N
S,

e /
NTH) &

- " nstitute for a Communi
\* éj { 3 JX\ J: % ~‘L‘; L/it;tsltta:ed F(ﬁure ¥

economic interdependence between states of Eurasia.

The Geopolitical and the Strategic Levels

The effects of CPEC are not confined to economics only. Connectivity corridors constitute
a natural re-shaping of geopolitical contexts disposition through the change of trade
patterns, strategic focus, and geographical alignment. CPEC enhances Sino-Pakistani
relations and in the process influences the strategic decision-making of other regional and
extra-regional powers.

Seeing CPEC in Eurasian terms, one can note that it will help to cause a gradual transition
to multipolarity by eliminating the need to rely on the classical paths of maritime and
Western-sections of trade. It offers regional states alternative ways of connectivity, hence,
increasing strategic independence. Simultaneously, the issues of debt sustainability,
sovereignty and security, underscore the challenges of massive connection initiatives.

The security issues specifically in the western parts of Pakistan also put the smooth running
of CPEC networks at risk. Connectivity can be sabotaged by regional instability, and this
should focus on collaboration in security mechanisms, and development policies big
picture.

Opponents of Intraregional Connections

CPEC has a potential but it is subject to a number of challenges that may restrict its
contribution in establishing Eurasian connectivity. Security issues, political instabilities
and governance in Pakistan have the effects that can slow down the implementation of the
project. Cross-border cooperation is also on the road because of regional tensions and
distrust especially in South and Central Asia.

Financial constraints, imbalance in trade, and inequality of benefits are some of the
economic challenges. Connectivity projects can only enhance the inequalities dividing the
regions unless inclusive policies are developed. The other significant theme that needs to
be discussed is environmental sustainability because in the case of large-scale

infrastructure development, it may have long term ecological effects.
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These are the challenges that must be met using a holistic approach, including economic
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planning and social inclusion, environmental protection, and regional diplomacy.

Opportunities and Recommendations in the Future

The driving force of intraregional interconnectedness via CPEC relies on the capacity of
the platform to become broader than just a bilateral one into a component of real regions.
The incorporation of more states in the
Central Asian and Middle Eastern region
may improve the integrative potential of
the corridor. Connectivity benefits need to
be maximized through harmonization of
processes of customs, enhancement of
regulatory structures and investment in

human capital.

CPEC can provide useful insights to “ 7./

policymakers on how regional cooperation must be found in the development of
infrastructure. Connectivity is not being treated as a device of infrastructures only but
rather a general process of economic, institutional and social connections.

Conclusion

CPEC corridors are an important move in promoting the intraregional interconnectedness
of the Eurasian region. CPEC can transform Eurasia into an increasingly interdependent
and interconnected region through better development of physical infrastructure, making
it easier to integrate economically and change the strategic dynamics. Such a potential,
however, needs to be achieved by means of overcoming the political, economic, and
security issues in cooperation and inclusion. With the ever-evolving role of the Eurasian
region in the global order, CPEC can be viewed as the opportunity and the test case to the

new approach to regional connectivity.
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