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In the annals of international relations, China’s metamorphosis from the “Sleeping 

Dragon”, to a global powerhouse is nothing short of remarkable. It has awakened to 

become a formidable force in global progress and redefining the dynamics of 

international relations and trade. As we stand witness to this remarkable awakening, there 

is one grand initiative that encapsulates China's newfound role on the world stage; the 

Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI). This massive project, 

launched by China in 2013, 

not only reflects the nation's 

ambition but also holds the 

potential to reshape the 

global landscape, offering a 

path to prosperity and 

sustainable development for nations far and wide under the light of its five peaceful 

principles of foreign policy. One of its most promising aspects is its potential to boost 

sustainable development, a matter close to the hearts of political science and climate 

enthusiasts.  

The BRI represents a sweeping strategy aimed at enhancing connectivity and 

collaboration among nations. It encompasses both the land-based "Silk Road Economic 

Belt" and the maritime "21st Century Maritime Silk Road." At its core, the BRI takes the 

form of extensive infrastructure projects, spanning highways, railways, ports, and energy 
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pipelines. These vast projects, spanning multiple continents, serve as channels for 

increased trade and economic growth among participating nations. Before diving into the 

relationship between the BRI and sustainable development, it's crucial to understand the 

concept of sustainable development itself. The United Nations has articulated a set of 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that address pressing global challenges, 

including poverty, inequality, climate change, and environmental degradation. Achieving 

these goals is vital for a more equitable and sustainable world. The United Nations and 

organizations like the World Bank Group have been working together with the BRI. They 

provide information and help countries make smart decisions about BRI projects. The 

World Bank Group, for example, did a study in June 2019 called "Belt and Road 

Economics." It showed that BRI transport projects can make trade easier, bring in more 

investments, and reduce poverty. If everything goes as planned, these transport projects 

could increase global trade by up to 6.2 percent and boost global income by up to 2.9 

percent, benefiting many countries. The United Nations, along with many organizations, 

is working together with the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to help achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). One important partner in this effort is the World 

Bank Group. They've done studies to understand how the BRI affects things like trade, 

investment, debt, the environment, and making life better for people by reducing poverty. 

Their research is like a flashlight, helping us see how the BRI connects to these important 

issues. Another example of this is in 2019, when the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) collaborated with Ethiopia's Investment Commission (EIC) to 

initiate a project that promoted sustainable investments. Its primary objective was to 
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enhance Ethiopia's appeal to foreign investments aligned with the country's development 

objectives, particularly in sectors like energy and infrastructure. This project brought 

together the Ethiopian government, the private sector, and development agencies, all 

working collectively to eliminate barriers to sustainable investments with a strong focus 

on environmental and social concerns.  

Moreover, a significant achievement of this endeavor was the establishment of a 

Sustainable Investment Promotion (SIP) facility. It encouraged cooperation and ensured 

investment promotion strategies aligned with Ethiopia's Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). In 2020, to enhance information dissemination, an SIP Information Platform was  

created. It provided timely information, especially during challenging times like the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Initiatives like these underscored the importance of collaboration, 

and sustainability in global development. They offered valuable insights in promoting 

sustainable growth worldwide. The BRI, if executed effectively, can contribute to in a 

much greater way having a 

much greater impact on 

world economics and 

sustainability. In addition to 

the World Bank Group's 

research, various countries 

along the Belt and Road 

have also recognized the 
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potential of this initiative to create economic opportunities. Many have welcomed the 

infrastructure development and connectivity that the BRI brings, seeing it as a chance to 

boost their own economies trade relationships. For instance, countries in Asia and Europe 

have witnessed improved transport links, making it easier to export and import goods, 

ultimately spurring economic growth .Moreover, the BRI places great emphasis on green 

and sustainable practices. China has been working to incorporate environmentally 

friendly technologies and practices into its BRI projects. This commitment aligns with 

the global push to address climate change and environmental concerns, further enhancing 

the initiative's positive impact on sustainable development. In the words of former UN 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, "Sustainable development is the pathway to the future 

we want for all. It offers a framework to generate economic growth, achieve social 

justice, exercise environmental stewardship, and strengthen governance”. Similarly,  BRI 

continues to evolve and expand its reach, it remains a topic of international dialogue and 

cooperation in the international community. It is constantly fostering inclusivity while 

representing a paradigm shift in global politics and economics.  

BRI has the potential to reshape the international landscape through economic growth, 

reducing poverty, and enhancing global trade. Geopolitically, the BRI promotes 

cooperation and regional integration, strengthening international ties. Furthermore, its 

dedication to sustainable practices aligns with crucial environmental objectives. Looking 

ahead, the BRI is poised to be a catalyst for regional prosperity, firmly based on 

international collaboration, environmental responsibility, and adaptable strategies. It 
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embodies a resoundingly positive outlook for the future, offering a path toward global 

progress and sustainable development. The collaboration between nations, international 

organizations, and financial institutions is important in ensuring that the BRI achieves its 

full potential as a catalyst for progress, prosperity, and sustainability on a global scale. 

BRI is not a vision, it is the future. 
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